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PART I : WELCOME TO THE LEC TEAM

Welcome : Welcome to the LEC team ! LEC is an organization which seeks to increase the understanding and friendship between the United States and France. We do this by providing French young people the opportunity to live with an American family for three or four weeks, giving them the opportunity to learn first hand about the culture and people of the United States.

What does a Coordinator do ? Our Coordinators are the heart of the LEC program. As a Coordinator, you have to introduce the LEC program into your community. You will select suitable host families for the students, and guide the students through their arrival, stay in the United States, and departure for home. As part of your duties, you will be required to remain in the area for one month prior to the arrival of the students and during the homestay periods.

Purpose of the Handbook ?  This Handbook is designed to give you step by step guidance as a Coordinator. Of course, if you encounter an unusual situation or have additional questions please feel free to contact your LEC General Coordinator or the LEC National Coordinator in the United States (both shown on the first page of this handbook).

PART II : HOW IS LEC ORGANIZED ?

LEC : LEC is based in Paris, France. LEC Paris coordinates the program from France. LEC Paris receives student applications for the program, recruits the Chaperons and arranges appropriate airline flights to the USA. LEC Paris communicates with the families of the students, keeping them informed of the most crucial dates, times and arrangements. LEC Paris also assists with any emergency or difficult problem which may occur during the homestay program.

The National Coordinator:  The National Coordinator (N.C.) is an experienced General Coordinator (G.C.) who oversees the activity of the other G.Cs.. In this capacity the N.C. is responsible for screening the decisions and documentation of the G.C. prior to review by LEC Paris. The N.C. is the primary contact for all routine matters dealt with by the G.C.. In the few cases where direct contact between LEC Paris and the G.C. are necessary, the N.C. will be cognizant of such communication. The N.C. keeps LEC Paris informed on the progress of each area headed by a G.C. The N.C. also has close relations with LEC Paris concerning the development and expansion of the LEC program in the United States.

The General Coordinator : The G.C. has the special responsibility of planning and administering all of the community homestay programs within a designated region of the United States. As a  Coordinator, you will collaborate directly with your G.C. The G.C. will be your primary source of information and help. There is a constant flow of information between you and the G.C. You will be reporting the names and addresses of host families to the G.C., and the G.C. will be providing you with printed materials for the LEC program, such as host family applications. Once you have begun to identify host families, the G.C. will send you student applications to be matched to families. The G.C. will also keep you informed of the number of students expected, and the necessary travel information. The G.C. reports all administrative matters to the N.C., but may also handle urgent communications to LEC Paris. For example, if a host family calls to tell you that they can't have a student as their guest at the last moment, this information would be faxed directly to LEC Paris, as well as an information copy to the N.C..

Chaperons : LEC Paris provides one adult French Chaperon for each group of students. Normally, there is one Chaperon  for every 25 to 30 students. The Chaperons are trained adult teachers who are responsible for the supervision of the students. They are expected to speak English well. They live with a host family in the same area or community as the students assigned to them. The  Chaperons will call each student at the beginning of their stay  to check if everything is all right and once again during the stay if necessary. At the same time, he or she will also take time to introduce him/herself to the host family. The Chaperon's function is to be a source of help to students or families experiencing misunderstandings or difficulties. Often, these problems start from language barriers or cultural differences. The Chaperon can often  solve the problem by translating between students and their host families or explaining cultural differences. The Chaperon's time is their own, but they must be available. If they plan to be absent from the area for more than a couple of hours, they should check with you first or with your G.C. or with the Head Chaperon and in any case leave a telephone number where they can be reached in case of emergency. They have been informed that, should they not comply with this rule, they can be sent back to France immediately. There is also a "Head Chaperon" who acts as a liaison with LEC Paris for the Chaperon's group. This French person is an experienced teacher of English or, in many cases, will have successfully coordinated several stays of LEC French students in the past. The Chaperons have to report to him/her that everything is all right in their group, and also to advise about problems. In case of minor and solved problems, the Chaperon just transmits the circumstances to the Head Chaperon. For big problems the Chaperon will ask the opinion and, perhaps, the intervention of the Head Chaperon. In case of any problem that cannot be immediately solved, we suggest that the French Chaperon consults the Head Chaperon, the American Coordinator and his/her General Coordinator, as indicated in the diagram shown on page 4. This means that the Chaperon always reports to the Head Chaperon, and the American Coordinator to his/her General Coordinator. This system avoids any linguistic misunderstandings and authority problems.

Organization Chart:  To see what the LEC organization looks like refer to the chart on page 4.

PART III : COMPENSATION OF COORDINATORS

Fees:  You will be paid a "finders fee" for each family you are recruiting. This "finders fee" also includes an expense allowance for each family you find. The expense allowance is a fixed amount and will be paid to you, whether you have expenses or not. As part of your duties, you will assist your General Coordinator to organize the transfers of the students to and from the airport, check the host families and intervene together with the Chaperon of your group in case of problems during the stays. The payment schedule is adjusted to the cost of living for each area and is stated in your Coordinator's letter agreement. You will be paid a «supervision fee» for supervising the homestay placement and dealing with any problems that may arise during the stay. You will receive your compensation within three weeks after the students have returned to France and all Host Family Applications have been turned in. This is to ensure that Coordinators fulfill their responsibilities during the three or four week homestay and the students' orderly departure for France. About 5 to 10 % of the students may change families during the stay. In this case, no supplementary amounts will be paid to you.

Expense money : As indicated above, you may keep your expense allowance even if you do not spend it all on expenses. So if you have fewer expenses, this will increase your compensation. On the other hand, it is understood that LEC will not increase your compensation or expense allowance to cover any excess expenses. Your expense allowance is expected to cover all of your expenses, including the following items :

- Office supplies, photocopies and postage,

- Rubber stamp or computer-generated labels,

- Promoting,

- Telephone bills before, during and after the stay,

- Gas before and during the stay.
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PART IV : GETTING STARTED
SECTION I : SUPPLIES

Supplies :  Most of the supplies you will need to get started are common desk-top items,pens, pencils, paper, tape and a stapler. However, you will need a couple of special  items :

1.
Purchase a rubber stamp (or computer-generated labels) to use on all of your documents. It should contain the following information :



YOUR NAME



LEC  COORDINATOR



YOUR ADDRESS



YOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER


Make sure that the frame including these informations does not exceed the maximum 
size of 1 inch by 2 inches.

2.
You will also need the following LEC program materials which will be sent to you by your General Coordinator :


a.
LEC program posters and flyers (for publicity),


b.
LEC Presentation brochure,


c.
Host family application forms,


d.
Host family handbooks,


e.
HF For Faxing Only  forms,


f.
Reference Check forms,


g.
Health insurance forms.

SECTION II : PROMOTING THE LEC PROGRAM

Introducing the LEC program : The process of finding host families begins with promoting the LEC program throughout the community. You should begin your publicity campaign as early as possible, but certainly not later than mid-February. Families often begin planning their summer vacations and activities then and our goal is to have them plan to host an exchange student ! There are many ways to make LEC a well known name in your community.

High Schools : Make a list of all the public and private High Schools in your area. Call these schools and find out the name of the school counselor  and the head of the foreign language department. If there is no Foreign Languages Chairman, ask instead for the names of those instructors who teach French. Write a letter to these educators explaining the LEC program and asking their assistance in introducing the program to their students. After a week, follow up your letter with a telephone call. Make appointments to visit interested teachers, and to distribute flyers and posters about the LEC program. You may even wish to offer to make a short presentation about the LEC program in French language classes. Make sure that you stamp your name and telephone number on all the materials you hand out, so that interested parties can contact you. Additionally, you can ask the French language teachers directly if they would be interested in hosting a student or Chaperon. They may welcome the opportunity to practice and polish their French ! Continue to follow up by calling back occasionally.

Churches : You can send a similar letter of introduction to the ministers, priests, and rabbis of the religious communities in your area. Follow up your letter with a telephone call, and ask if they will give out information on the LEC program at services, include it in the church bulletin, or allow you to post flyers or posters on church information boards. You should emphasize that the purpose of the LEC program is a cultural exchange.

Civil groups and Clubs : Every community has a variety of clubs and civic groups interested in promoting international understanding. Contacts with these clubs can be very productive and provide excellent host families. Once again, you should send a letter of introduction and follow up a week or so later with a telephone call to the club's President or secretary. Ask that information about the LEC exchange program be included in their next regular meeting. Offer to meet with a club officer to give him (her) posters and flyers, and answer any questions he (she) may have about LEC. Some of the groups you might contact are :

- The Parent / Teacher Association (PTA),

- The Chamber of Commerce,

- The Lions,

- The Kiwanis,

- The Jaycees,

- Rotary clubs,

- Girl Scouts,

- Boy Scouts,

- Toastmasters,

- The YMCA and YWCA,

- The Volunteer Action Center,

- The Council of International Visitors,

- Historical societies.

- French Alliance.

There will also be groups which are unique to your area or community. Use your imagination and the telephone book !

Newspapers:  Most newspapers will run public service press releases free of charge. Send a press release to the Local News Editor, along with a letter asking that the newspaper includes information about LEC in appropriate community news stories or as a public service announcement. Your press release should be brief (no more than 3 short paragraphs) and well written. Take some time over this, as it will increase your chances of having information published. You can also encourage them to publish an article. Choose a writer whose style you like. Then, phone him or her and request that they write a story about the program. Provide sample articles and other literature about LEC. Human interest stories attract more attention and yield better responses.

Radio and Television : Radio and Television stations will often run for free Public Service Announcements. Send a press release to the Program Director at your local radio and television stations, and then follow up with a telephone call. Try to establish a good working relationship with the Program Director, as they decide if, and how often, your announcement will run. Listen for a particular disc jockeys name - one who does a talk show perhaps. Phone him directly.

Stores and Community Bulletin Boards : Visit shopping centers and grocery stores in areas where you are likely to find good host families. Ask permission to display a poster or flyer on bulletin boards. In this case, it is a good idea to attach removable pieces of paper with your name and telephone number to your display. This way, shoppers may take your number without removing the entire poster or flyer.

Friends and Connections : Talk about the LEC program to your friends, at your church, to members of clubs you belong to, and to business associates. Often, word-of-mouth promoting is an effective way to develop visibility for and interest in the homestay program.

Host Families:  Ask your host families for help. If they are inviting a student, they can share their excitement with others.

Host Family References:  On the back of the page 1 of the host family application form, three references are given. These references must be checked by you. This is normally done by telephone.  Host family references can often be potential host families. So, why don't you take the opportunity of your call to interest them in hosting a student themselves. 

Final Points : First, make your displays as attractive and as colorful as possible. You want people to notice them, not walk on by because they blend in with the background !

Secondly, follow up contacts with a personal telephone call as soon as possible. Ask for your contact's address, and offer to send an information package to them. Then, do so promptly ! Finally, remember that the number and quality of host families you can recruit really depends on the vigor and effectiveness of your publicity campaign. Extra efforts here are well spent !

PART V : SELECTING FAMILIES AND MAKING MATCHES

SECTION I : YOUR INITIAL APPROACH

Once you have started your publicity work and advertising campaign, hopefully you will begin to get phone calls from interested families. Once you have a phone call from an interested family, there are two approaches you may take to follow through on placing a student. In any case with the initial phone call, you should always explain the homestay program to the family. Be brief, tell them the dates involved and that host families host students on a volunteer basis. Let them know that we are looking for active families who will be able to provide opportunities for French teenagers to meet American teenagers. Ask the family questions about their situation. Again, be brief, but try to do a little prescreening over the phone to make sure it will be worth your time and effort to follow  through with them. If they seem to be suitable and the parent in the family indicates that they are interested in hosting or would definitely like to host a student, then you proceed with making a student placement according to one of the following approaches.

Approach n°1 : Mail or E-mail the potential host family application package. This should include a host family handbook, an informational flyer and a host family application form. Be prompt and be sure to mail the package soon after the initial phone call. A few days later, call the potential host family back with a follow up phone call. Ask them if they have any questions and encourage them to send in their application to you as soon as possible. When you receive the completed host family application form, review it and if it looks encouraging, start by checking the references given. This is done by telephone with a reference check form (see a sample on page 12). If the results of your calls are satisfactory, call the potential host family back and arrange for a home visit. It is imperative that the National office receives the host family application in order for you to be paid for the placement. Therefore, you should make a copy for your records as a back up in case the original application is lost in the mail. Don’t forget to mail the host family application form to the National office and the reference check form to the G.C. the same day as your home visit. You must also call your G.C. that same day to give the G.C. basic information on the family such as : host family’s name, address, phone number, etc. over the phone.

Approach n°2 : During your initial phone call, if you feel the family you are speaking to would qualify as a suitable host family, then ask them if it would be possible to drop by their home to bring them some information on LEC. If you have received profiles on students at this point, let them know that you would like to show them the students that are available for placement. If the potential host family is in agreement, then arrange a time to meet at their home within the next three days. When you go to their home, bring with you a host family handbook, a host family application form, and an informational flyer on LEC. This is what you will initially give them once you are at their house. Take time to go through the host family handbook with them, let them browse through the student profiles and answer any other questions they may have. If they agree after this that they definitely want to host a student, then at that point you continue with an official home visit as described below on pages 7 and 8. Have them complete the host family application while you are there, make a copy, then mail the original application to the National office that same day. You must also call your G.C. that same day to give the G.C. basic information on the family such as : host family’s name, address, phone number, etc.. The next step is to call the three references with your reference check form. You must then mail the reference check form to your G.C. within three days of your home visit.

In either approach when the family is actually visited, make absolutely sure that both you and a parent of the host family sign the application in the box marked FOR LEC USE ONLY, confirming that the LEC Coordinator made a home visit. It is also important that you give the host family a copy of the N.C.’s thank you letter and the LEC presentation brochure.

SECTION II : THE HOST FAMILY HOME VISIT

It is absolutely vital that you visit all the families personally. For the families who have previously hosted LEC students, updating and signing the application every year is compulsory. Failure to do so is a fundamental breach of our agreement.

Host family characteristics : Perhaps the most difficult part of your task is deciding whether a host family is suitable. This is why it is absolutely compulsory to conduct a host family home interview. Below, we have listed some specific points which you should concentrate on. Build your interview around noticing these things. Remember, however, that in the final analysis, the decision is an intuitive one. Ask yourself : "Would I be glad for my son or my daughter to spend a month with this family ?"

During your home visit, you must assess and the situation must comply with the following standards :

- The location of the home. Is it an attractive, safe neighborhood ?

- The cleanliness of the home. Does the home appear well kept, comfortable, and clean ?

During your visit a request to use the bathroom facilities will allow you the opportunity to walk through the house so that you may inspect for cleanliness.

- The family must have a telephone that should be accessible to the student. Do they ? The family must have a car. Do they ?

- Ask to see where the student would sleep. Does the room provide reasonable privacy, a bed and bedding (the student must have his/her own bed) and a place to hang and keep his/her personal belongings ? 

- Financial ability. Can the family afford to support an extra person for a month ? If having a guest will impose a financial hardship,  the family should not participate in the homestay program.

- What is the family's motivation for inviting a student into their home ? What are their 

expectations ?

- What are the family's cultural interests ? Do family members seem flexible enough to deal with the different cultural norms of their guest ? Do they display an easy-going and positive

attitude ?

- Is the home a positive environment ? If both parents work, what arrangements will be made for transportation and supervision of activities ? The student must not spend the whole day alone in an empty house.
- Who are the adults living in the household? What are their names, ages, occupations and relationships? Are there any children in the family ? If so, what are their ages, genders, interests and hobbies ? What summer activities do they enjoy ? Are they willing to include a guest in these activities ?

- Are there any pets in the house?

- What is the smoking policy?

Restrictions : There are very few specific restrictions for host families :

1) Single individuals are not to be accepted as a host family.

2) Single male parents with children are not to be accepted as a host family.

3) Families living in a mobile home, camper or trailer are not to be accepted as a host family.

4) Families living in a boat are not to be accepted as a host family.

LEC students may be placed with divorced or widowed women if they have at least one child of approximately the same age as the LEC student and the child will be living at home during the entire stay of the LEC student. Each family that applies to host a LEC student must confirm to you that they agree with these conditions when signing the Host Family application.

The students can't be hosted for any babysitting purpose.

Student’s obligations : During the home visit, you should also talk to the potential host family about the student's responsibilities and obligations. Some points you may wish to make are :

- Students are not allowed to use alcohol, nonprescription drugs or narcotics during their stay.

The students are requested not to smoke if their host family so wishes.

- Students are not allowed to drive, even if they have a driver's licence, or operate any type of motor vehicle, including cars, motorcycles, tractor mowers, all terrain vehicles, scooters or water vehicles since the student's own insurance does not cover this type of activity. This means that they will be dependent upon their host family for transportation. If it is safe to do so, they may also use public transportation.

- Students are not allowed to go out alone at night without a host family member. Students are not permitted to visit any city unless accompanied by a responsible adult or the chaperon. They may go out alone during the day.

- Students are not allowed to spend the night in a home of any other host family. Should they be willing to spend a night at the home of another host family, the Chaperon's authorization as well as yours will be necessary.

- Students are told to bring an average of $90 to $95 per week as spending money. If they plan to take part in costly excursions they are encouraged to bring more. This money is for movies, shopping, sports activities, dining out, transportation, etc... The family should tell the student when he or she is expected to pay entry fees or contribute to the cost of family trips and entertainment.

- Students are expected to behave courteously, and obey the "house rules". If necessary, they must be reprimanded for incorrect behavior, as the parents would do with their own child.

Host family’s obligations : Finally, you should satisfy yourself that the potential host family understands what their obligations will be if a student is placed with them. Ask them if they have any questions about the materials  in the "Host Family Handbook". Review the following points with them :

- The family should welcome the student as a member of the family, providing him or her with room, full board, and companionship for a month. They should be prepared to give him or her the same guidance as they would do with their own child, setting standards and rules of conduct from the beginning of the stay.

- The family should be active, in order to provide a reasonable amount of stimulation for their guest. It is not necessary to plan an excursion every day, but the family should involve the student in different social, sports, and community events. English should be the language in which the family communicate and encourage the students.

- The student’s bedroom must be in the house occupied by the host family. A single or double bedroom is acceptable (maximum 2 per room as long as there is adequate living space according to the number of occupants). If the student will be sharing a room, it must be with a family member of the same sex as the student and of approximately the same age (3 years older or younger). Students who share a room must have their own bed and space for personal belongings, such as a wardrobe or a chest of drawers.

- The bedroom should have sufficient lighting for reading purposes, ventilation and heating and a window that can be opened and a door that can be closed.

- The student should have access to a chair and a table suitable for writing with sufficient lighting.

- The family should indicate to the student that the bathroom is available to him/her as needed.  The bathroom should consist of at least a toilet, a washbasin with hot and cold water, a shower or bathtub with hot and cold water. During the student’s stay, his/her laundry will need to be cared for. Please indicate to your student where to put the clothes to be laundered. Also while doing the laundry, it would be appreciated if the sheets are washed once a week. Where provided, the student’s towel should be changed once a week.

- The family must only receive one LEC student at a time. So you can only place one child in each family. As an exception, some of your families (at most 5%) are allowed to receive another French LEC student at the same time. If one of your host family wishes to host two students, check with your General Coordinator for his/her authorization. In some cases, the student can also choose to be in the same host family with another LEC student. This could be the only exception to this primordial rule of "only one LEC student in an American host family". In this case, this wish will be specifically marked on the application form of the student. In any case, a family shall not accommodate more than 2 foreign students.

Remember to establish a short written report of your interview by filling in the administrative note on the last page of the Host Family Application Form. It is also crucial that you have the family sign twice the Host Family application (see «In summary», page 11) at the time of your home visit. You will then give the family a copy of the N.C.’s thank you letter and the LEC presentation brochure. The same day as your home visit (after making a copy of the Host family application for yourself), you must then mail that original Host Family application directly to the National office to the address on the front of this booklet and call your G.C. to give him/her basic host family information, such as address, telephone number, etc. over the phone. You will then have to check the three references (see «In summary», page 11).

Filling out the "Host family application form."  When the host family fills out this form it is very important that you make sure the family does a complete and thorough job.

a.  
Be sure the form is neatly written.

b.
The host family name and address should be very complete. Be sure they include the 
full name, street, address, city/town, state, zip code, and telephone with area code.  
Do not use abbreviations (i.e. use Indiana rather than IN)

c. 
Don't forget to put your Coordinator's stamp mentioning your name, address, as well 
as the date you actually send this form to the N.C.. 

d.
Make sure that the host parents occupations are specific and not too generalized. For 
example, if a host father is a manager, state what company he works for. If the host 
mother is self-employed, state what it is that she does.

e.
Be sure that all questions on the form concerning the family are answered. For 
example: Is the family divorced ? Is the husband employed ? etc.

f.
Once again, as we mentioned already, make absolutely sure that both you and a parent of the host family sign the application in the box marked FOR LEC USE ONLY, 
confirming that a LEC Coordinator made the home visit. Please make sure that the form will be kept on file for at least one year.

SECTION III : MATCHING FAMILIES WITH STUDENTS

The  Coordinator shall make every effort to assure the maximum degree of compatibility between the host family and the student, including, whenever possible, the presence in the host family of one teenage student.

Student Files : Once you have selected a few host families, contact your General Coordinator. If the student files are not yet available, you may place students from a list of students on which you will find the reference of the flight list to which the students have been assigned. It also specifies the main characteristics of each student : name, age, sex, where they live in France, interests (sports, reading, music, etc.). This system lets the host family make a choice. It will also accelerate the placement procedure in case of late applications so that a student can have a host family before having sent in his complete file. It also indicates any relevant information for the placement of the students (return to a specific host family, etc...). You should start to place the students with these lists first. Inform the G.C. as soon as you have placed a student. Then, the G.C. will confirm to you if this student is still available. If so, you will be sent one original file on that student. Each file will contain one copy of the student's questionnaire including a medical release and a photograph, and  the student's letter to the family. Some files you receive will also include special codes assigned by LEC. These codes are found on the questionnaire, together with the application number. All students with one of these codes should be placed in priority :

-  "C"   : this means the student is a company student. Several companies have contracts with LEC to send children of their employees to the U.S. Watch these files for special requirements (i.e. with children of the same age). Some companies are very strict and will allow no exception to the primordial rule of only one LEC student per host family. If you have any doubt, check with your G.C.

-  "AA" or "AAA": AAA means that a student has had an unpleasant homestay experience in the past, therefore, LEC would like for this student to especially have a good experience since the student has entrusted LEC for a second time. AA means that the student is an important person for various reasons, for example the success of his stay can refer several other young people to LEC for future homestay programs. The student may also be the son of a journalist etc...  LEC wants these students to have an even better experience, and so desires that they placed in are excellent families with both parents living at home and, with a child of the same age. They may share a room with a child of the same age but not with younger children. Lastly, an AA or AAA student may not be placed in a home with another LEC student.

Matching : First, familiarize yourself with the students' files. Note the student's age, interests, any special dietary or health requirements, the priority code if listed, and other information you consider important. Now, refer to your home visit notes, and match students to families based on interests, ages of other children in the home, and the student's individual requirements. Watch for subtleties too. For example, if a host family member is overweight, they may resent having a slim, athletic guest in the house for a month. When the host family is willing to host either a girl or a boy, place a boy with the family. There are always more boys than girls to be placed !

Completing the match : Once you have decided on a host family/student match, you must send the host family one copy of the student's application, photo, and letter to the family. Encourage the host family to write a welcome letter to the student. (* See note below).

Any changes or additions to host family /student matches occuring later than one month before arrival of the students must be communicated to your G.C. immediately. Therefore, call immediately your G.C. to inform him or her about it as early as possible. In any case, any change of address must be followed through with all updated forms as needed. For example: reference check forms which you mail to the G.C. and host family application forms which you mail to the National office.

* Note : Families often find it difficult to write to a complete stranger -especially one from another country. So, it often helps to tell your host families what sort of things to write in their letter. Suggest that they write about their family -how many members, their ages and grade in school, the family's life style, the household rules, family plans for the summer and things to see and do in the area. Families may also wish to include a family picture and brochures from local attractions (brochures are free in hotel lobbies). A sample host family letter can be found at the back of the "Host Family Handbook".

In summary : You must remember to always complete the following check list when making a student placement.

1) The family must be visited in their home. 

2) They must fill out a host family application form of the current year.

3) You must give them the following documents at the home visit: N.C. thank you letter, LEC presentation brochure, a host family handbook and an informational flyer.

4) The original host family application must be mailed directly to the National office to the address on the front of this booklet. This must be done the same day as your home visit. The Coordinator must sign confirming that a home visit was made and the host family must sign it twice; one signature is to verify that the information they have provided to LEC on the form is true and the other is to confirm that a LEC Coordinator did make a home visit to their house.

Don’t forget to make copies of this application for yourself and your G.C., and to make sure that the host family application is signed by both you and the host family in all appropriate spaces indicated.

 5) Call or email your G.C. the same day as your home visit and give basic host family information, such as address, telephone number, etc. by email or over the phone.

6) You must then call three references on each family and document your phone calls in writing on the reference check form that you then mail to your G.C. within three days of your home visit.

7) Once you confirm a student/family match with your G.C., you must mail the family a copy of the student file and medical insurance forms.

SAMPLE HF INFO FOR EMAILING TO GC/NC
Summary list of the students : The G.C. will send a summary list of a maximum of 30 students to be placed to the Coordinators of a given area. It specifies the main characteristics of each student : name, age, sex, where they live in France and any relevant information, interests (sports, reading, music, etc.). This system lets the host family make a choice. It will also accelerate the placement procedure in case of late applications so that a student can have a host family before having sent in his complete file.

SECTION IV : THE HOST FAMILY OF THE CHAPERON

You may be asked to place the French Chaperon with a family too. The G.C. will inform you about the number of Chaperons coming to your area. Normally, there is one Chaperon for each group of 25-30 students plus one Head Chaperon coordinating all the Chaperons. Ideally, the Chaperon's host family should be fairly close to you. You may have to drive the Chaperon somewhere to solve a problem, and having him or her close by will make this easier. If possible, try also to place the Chaperon near the majority of the students. It will be very helpful in case of problems.

With the exception that a Chaperon may be placed with a single person, it is important to keep in mind that the same guidelines and standards apply to the Chaperon’s host family as would a student’s host family. For example, the house must be in a safe and nice neighborhood, clean, with friendly family members, etc... In addition to the above mentioned host family obligations (providing room, board, companionship, etc...) this family must have a telephone and be informed about the Chaperon's use of it. Remember that the Chaperon has to call all the students during the first days of the stay and afterwards be available in case of problems. 

Explain the procedure of reimbursement of the phone bill : during their stay, the Chaperons record on a special form, in three copies, ("The Chaperon Telephone Call Recapitulation", see the sample page 30) each phone call stating : date and time of the call, name of the person called, number called, length of the phone call and approximative cost (let the G.C. fill in cost column): The host family signs the three copies to authenticate them. One copy is then given to the host family as the declaration of the Chaperon to the host family of the phone calls made. The G.C. also receives a copy and the third copy is brought back to France by the Chaperon. As soon as the host family receives its phone bill, it sends it to the G.C. who will reimburse the family. This system has worked quite well in the past because the phone calls can easily be verified.

Please send the address of the Chaperon's host family as early as possible to your G.C. and in any case 1 month before the arrival of each group. It is very important to have this address very early and that it is not changed because it is communicated to all the French parents and the host family's telephone number is indicated on various documents as the number to be called in case of emergency.

PART VI : PREPARING FOR ARRIVAL

Planning for transportation : LEC Paris makes all arrangements for the students' air travel. You will be informed of the group's time, date, and place of arrival by your G.C. It is your responsibility to plan for the students' transportation between the airport and the location(s) where they will meet their host families. First, plan an itinerary for a bus or van, depending on the number of students involved in transfer. The traveling time must not exceed 3 1/2 hours between the airport and the meeting point, unless otherwise agreed by the G.C. Get three or four estimates from different bus companies and send them, along with your recommendation, to the G.C. for approval. You must specify for each travel program the length and distance of the transfers, the name of the Coordinators in charge of them, the booking of hotel rooms and meals, if necessary, the average cost of these transfers and confirm the picking up of all students (no student travels on his own). If the G.C. decides that you should rent a van, it is important that you have a major credit card in your name. Most companies renting vans require the driver to be 25 years of age with a major credit card. The G.C. will pay the bus company selected directly, and will let you know when the contract has been signed. You must then confirm the dates, time, and meeting point with the bus company. You must obtain an Insurance certificate from the transport company confirming that they carry proper Insurance (liability, etc.).

Host family orientation meeting : you should try to schedule and conduct an orientation meeting for the host families for one week to ten days before the students arrive. Choose a comfortable location, large enough to hold all the host families. (Church hall or meeting rooms are often perfect for this purpose). The meetings' atmosphere should be relaxed and friendly. If possible, provide some coffee or juice for the families. Introduce the families to each other. The purpose of this meeting is threefold. First, you need to tell the families what arrangements have been made for the students' arrival, and how they will be connecting with their host family. Second, you will be discussing a variety of useful information, and perhaps making plans for group activities. Third you will be answering any remaining questions the host families have. If you happen to have a family or two who cancelled on you at the last minute, you may want to take this opportunity to make an announcement at your meeting in hopes of replacing the students.

Topics for the host family orientation meeting : At a minimum, you should be sure to discuss the following items with the host families :

a.
Distribute a list of families and students. With the families' permission, include 
telephone numbers and addresses on the list. Highlight the location and telephone 
number where the group's Chaperon will be staying. Of course, your address and 
telephone number should be included as well as your General Coordinator's and 
National Coordinator's.

b. 
Review the material in the "Host Family Handbook". Answer any remaining questions.

c.
Give the host families the students' itinerary. Be especially clear about where and 
when 
the host families will pick up their student guest.

d. 
Explain in detail the transportation arrangements you have made for the students' 
departure. 

e. 
Set up a communication network, so that any changes to the arrangements or other 
essential information reaches each student and family.

f.
Discuss any group activities that the host families wish to organize- such as picnics, visits of town hall and government offices, farewell party for all the students in the group, etc...(Please note: any expenses incurred for these activities will be the responsibility of the families or the students, and not LEC.)

g.
Discuss what to do in the event there is a problem or emergency.

PART VII : ARRIVAL

Meeting the International Flight : The students and their Chaperon will arrive on an international flight, and so they will have to clear United States customs. There is usually an area just outside of customs for people meeting international  flights. Find out where it is, and plan on waiting there. Your G.C. will have provided you with red LEC jackets and posters. Always wear this jacket and hold up the poster as the passengers begin to leave customs. This will help the group to find you. When all of the students and their chaperon are accounted for, escort them to the bus or their connecting flight.

Late flights : Occasionally, a plane is late. If the delay is reasonable, call your host family telephone contact, and ask them to spread the word that the students' arrival will be delayed. Make arrangements for the families to pick up their students later than originally planned. If the flight's delay is lengthy, an overnight stay may be necessary. Call your G.C. who will make that decision and help with the arrangements. In the event this should occur, please remember that the students first impression is very important and can influence their entire homestay. Your attitude should remain optimistic and professional at all times.

Post arrival orientation for students : You may wish to use the bus ride from the airport to give the students a brief orientation. If you are not fluent in French, you may wish to ask the Chaperon to act as an interpreter for you. Subjects you may wish to touch on include :

a.
Explain how the families will meet the students.

b. 
Tell the students about any group activities that have been planned. Explain to them 
that these activities are optional and any expenses incurred are their responsibility.

c.
Answer any questions they may have about appropriate behavior. Sometimes, because of cultural differences or because they feel shy and awkward, students offend families by not offering to contribute to the cost of an outing, not offering to help with housework,or by not saying "please" or "thank you" enough. Encouraging them to ask questions may help resolve these issues for them, and prevent a problem from ever happening.

d.
Give each student a list with your name and telephone number. Assure them that if they need any help to please call their Chaperon or yourself, if their Chaperon cannot be reached.

e.
Finally, check to see that the address you have given to each student coincides with 
the address he or she has received from France.

Student pick-up : There are three ways to handle the first meeting between the students and their host families. All three are acceptable and workable, depending upon the number of students involved. The first method is to arrange a common meeting place and time, where all the host families can pick up their guest at once. Once again, a church meeting room works well for this purpose. When everyone has gathered and the students have arrived, call out the name of each family, and have the Chaperon call out the student's name. Another way to handle the meeting between student and family is to take all the students to your home, or that of one of the host families. Have the individual host families pick the students up there, over a period of 2 or 3 hours. This method may give the students more time to relax and meet their hosts before leaving the group. Finally, if you are located near the airport the students are flying into you can also have the host families meet the international flight. Have them make signs with their student's name in order to expedite the matching.

If your host families are located near the airport vicinity that the students are flying into, we encourage you to arrange for your families to meet their students at the airport. This helps to lower transportation cost and the money saved here enables us to accept families in areas where transportation arrangements are necessary.

PART VIII : SOLVING PROBLEMS DURING THE HOMESTAY

Expect some problems ! Whenever people from two cultures meet, there are bound to be a few misunderstandings. And when half of those people are teenagers, it is almost inevitable. If you follow a few simple guidelines, however, you will find that most problems can be resolved quickly. Your first step should be to make it clear to both the host families and the students that they should call you or the Chaperon if they are unhappy and need help. A small call can usually help avoiding having any growing feeling of frustration. Tell them this a couple of times, so that they will know you are sincere. In any case, if any problem occurs, please always respect the following procedure : the student should always contact the Chaperon, and if necessary the Chaperon refers to the Head Chaperon. The host family should contact you and you should contact the G.C. This system avoids misunderstandings between French and Americans. It is nevertheless advisable that both Chaperon and Coordinator, or Head Chaperon and G.C., handle each problem in close cooperation. In summary, the Chaperon is the support person for the students and you, as the Coordinator, are the support person for the host families. The cooperation of all these people helps at the end to solve the problems for everyone's best interest, the student's, the host family's and anyone's participating in the LEC program.

Emergency problems : We also remind you that should you have a serious problem or concern with a student that may require immediate attention, please feel free to contact your General Coordinator directly at the toll free 800, 888 or 877 number or on his/her cell phone. If he/she does not answer, please let a precise message on the recorder. Normally, your General Coordinator should answer or call you back immediately, however, if you do not have a call within 15 minutes, please call again every 10 minutes after that. There is also a toll free 888 number at the National Coordinator’s office that you may call in the case of an emergency as well.

You can also contact the Head Chaperon on his/her toll free number which will be given to you by your G.C.
Follow up : Keep a close eye on your group. Check with each host family within 3 to 4 days of arrival and ask if there are any problems. Check with the Chaperon to see if any students have contacted him (her). Some people will "suffer in silence" rather than bother you. Small problems can worsen into ones impossible to resolve, so it pays to catch them early.

Prepare for an adjustment period : Expectations for the homestay vary from student to student and family to family. Often, the initial reality will be uncomfortable and strained, as the student and his host family adjust to one another. People sometimes panic and conclude that it is not "working out". Explain that it takes time for things to settle down. Encourage both family and student to relax and be themselves. Make it clear that you are only a phone call away if help is needed.

Listen : Listen to everybody's side of the story before making judgements or suggestions. Ask the Chaperon to help you interprete if you don't completely understand what the student is trying to tell you. Don't be too surprised to find out that one party doesn't even know there is a problem. Sometimes, you will need to look hard for the real cause of a problem. For example, a homesick student may complain about his or her host family, rather than admit to homesickness.

Explaining the household rules : Clear communication between the host family and their student guest is vital. This is especially true when it comes to explaining the family's everyday norms and rules. Things often have to be carefully spelled out. For example :

Suppose that Pierre comes from a home where the kitchen is his mother's domain. He does not help himself casually to the food there. In his American  host family, his host mother works part time. She stocks the refrigerator with food, snacks, and sodas and tells the family to help themselves. Pierre, not wishing to offend his host family, or get into trouble, dares taking only a slice of cheese, an apple and a soda. Meanwhile, he wonders where his lunch is. A week later, he is losing weight and feeling confused. Doesn't his host mother care for him ? Has he done something wrong ? The host family doesn't understand his moodiness, and responds resentfully. In this case, the situation is especially unfortunate, because while Americans often skip lunch, or make do with a snack, the meal at noon is the main meal of the day in France. So Pierre is missing his dinner each day !

This example is not at all unusual. Tell your students and their host families to make sure that things are discussed slowly and clearly, not just once, but a few times. The same situation could occur over the student contributing to outings, use of the telephone, helping with household chores, or the student's personal habits.

The fridge : Eating out of the refrigerator for lunch or between meals, as stated in the above example with Pierre, is not common in France. Please be sure to remind your families to be very explicit with your student about helping themselves to the refrigerator as they want; otherwise the student will be hesitant to do so without your family’s permission.

Thank you : Remind your students to express their thanks to their host family, both during the month and before they leave. Giving the family a small gift, flowers, or a thank you card is a courteous thing to do, and will be appreciated.

Passports : It is important that you remind your host families not to allow their student to carry his/her passport with him/her everywhere he/she goes. Instead, the students should carry the LEC Identification Card. The passport should be left at home in a safe place. We encourage this due to the fact that if the student should lose his passport, the procedures to obtain a new one through the French consulate are sometimes very difficult. Without a passport, it could cause a student major problems returning to France.

Improper behavior : If a student's behavior is inappropriate, the host family should feel comfortable in reprimanding their guest -just as they would their own children. They may need to explain, however, why the behavior was not acceptable. If a case is very serious, such as theft or violence, both you and the Chaperon should meet with the student and his or her host family. Investigate the facts surrounding the case very carefully. The Chaperon will call the student's parents in France as a first warning. The G.C., the Chaperon, the Head Chaperon and you will decide together if other measures are to be taken. For example, the student can be placed in the host family of the Chaperon without being allowed to go out, to watch TV, etc... He or she can even be sent back to France, provided that we can get in contact with the parents.

Smoking : Should a family have a problem with a student adhering to the smoking rules of a family or in public places where smoking is not permitted, please call the French Chaperon immediately. The French chaperon will then call the student and firmly remind him that if he does not respect the smoking rules he will be sent back to France. A  French Chaperon’s reprimandation towards a student is the most effective means in dealing with a student’s behavior problem.

Mis-matches : Genuine mis-matches do happen. It is no one's fault ; neither yours, nor the host family's nor the student's. When you have listened to everyone's story, and it is clear that the chemistry just is not right, after consulting the Chaperon, suggest that the student moves to a new home. It will be a relief for all concerned. If a replacement family can't be found right away, ask whether everyone can hang on for just a few more days. You might also try contacting some of your other host families to ask if they could "double up" on students for the remaining time. If you must move the student immediately, be also prepared to temporarily (or for the duration of the stay) host the student yourself. Call your G.C. if you need a second opinion about when to move a student, and ask everybody to keep trying to work the problem out. In any case, LEC will not pay any extra fee to you for the change of a host family.

Please make the change yourself and do not give French Student a choice of which host family they will go to. Please always call your G.C. if you think you might have to move a student.

Help : Your main sources of help in dealing with any problems that arise will be the G.C. and the student's Chaperon. (The National Coordinator will of course be also available but you should contact her when you have failed to contact your G.C.). Don't hesitate to call on them !

PART IX : INSURANCE

Health problems : An Insurance Company covers LEC and LEC students for medical and hospital care which may become necessary during the homestay. If required, the host family should fill out the medical claim form that is enclosed in the "Host Family Handbook". The form should be filled in completely, and sent by the health care provider (physician, dentist, or hospital) or host family to the LEC Paris office and a copy to the General Coordinator or National office. The address is on the form's bottom left hand corner. The agreement with our insurance company calls for all claims to be paid promptly. In case of a problem, contact your General Coordinator. All your host families should be reminded to keep a copy of this form for their own records.

Emergency Flights Home :  "Europ’ Assistance" covers emergency flights home in case of severe illness or injury. If emergency transportation back to France becomes necessary, contact first the Chaperon as well as your G.C. Your General Coordinator (or National Coordinator or Head Chaperon) will give you the instructions to  follow.

Damage : The student is responsible for any damage that he/she causes. It is for this reason that LEC students are required to carry their own liability insurance. If significant damage occurs, the Coordinator must inform the G.C. and fill out a "Report of an incident" form.

Each G.C. will be supplied with copies of the "Report of an Incident" form. The following procedure must be followed when submitting a "Report of an Incident".

The G.C. will send a "Report of an Incident" form to the Coordinator who then has to inspect the damage personally and gets the host family to complete the form. The form must then be signed by the host family, the student and the Coordinator. An original copy of a repair or replacement invoice must be attached to the form then returned to the G.C. The G.C. keeps a copy of the form and sends the original to the N.C.. The N.C. will then evaluate the form before sending the original on to the Paris office. It is understood that any damage caused by the LEC student shall be covered by the liability insurance policy carried by the student's parents.

Motor vehicles : LEC does not carry motor vehicle insurance. This means that you must have your own comprehensive motor vehicle insurance covering your activities for LEC in addition to a valid driver's license. When renting motor vehicles for LEC business, such as cars or vans (which requires the approval of your G.C.), we recommend AVIS, BUDGET or HERTZ rental companies. These rental companies employ rental policies appropriate for LEC use.

PART X : DEPARTURE

Transportation arrangements : You will need to make arrangements to transport the students and Chaperon back to the airport leaving enough time so that you arrive at the aiport two hours before the flight, to have their baggage checked and have them catch their flight on time. The travel arrangements to the airport will probably be similar to those you made for the students' arrival. Have the host families bring the students to a common meeting place. Make sure that you have all the students accounted for. Once again, the G.C. will pay for the cost of this transportation directly or reimburse you if you rent a van with the G.C.'s approval.

We hope this handbook has given you a clear understanding as to what your responsabilities and duties will entail as a LEC Coordinator. We are very pleased to have you join our team and hope that your involvement with LEC, in helping to promote international friendship and understanding, will be a rewarding and fulfilling experience. Thank you for your participation and welcome to LEC.


BONNE CHANCE !!!


Very cordially yours



The LEC team in France and in the U.S.A.

COORDINATOR'S CHECKLIST



-PUCHASE A RUBBER STAMP OR USE COMPUTER-GENERATED LABELS



-PROMOTE THE PROGRAM



-RECEIVE THE HOST FAMILY APPLICATIONS



-CHECK FAMILY REFERENCES



-CONDUCT A PERSONAL HOME VISIT

 

-SEND THE ORIGINAL HOST FAMILY APPLICATION  



TO YOUR N.C.

-SEND THE ORIGINAL REFERENCE CHECK FORM AND A COPY OF THE HOST FAMILY APPLICATION TO YOUR G.C.

-DISCUSS ORIENTATION PROCEDURES WITH HOST FAMILY BEFORE ARRIVAL



-SEND THE ARRIVAL INFORMATION TO THE HOST FAMILIES



-SEND THE FINAL LIST OF FAMILIES AND STUDENTS TO THE  G.C.



-MAKE TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS FROM AND BACK TO 



 THE AIRPORT



-MEET THE LEC STUDENT GROUP AT THE AIRPORT



-BE AVAILABLE 4 WEEKS BEFORE AND DURING THE STAY



-HELP TO SOLVE ANY PROBLEMS BETWEEN STUDENTS AND HOST 



 FAMILIES



-SEE THE STUDENTS OFF AT THE END OF THE STAY

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED

FOR FRENCH STUDENTS WHO WANT TO VISIT 

THE UNITED STATES  THIS SUMMER

Add international flavor to your summer by hosting a French student in your home for 3 or 4 weeks. LEC is a Paris based organization whose aim is to increase international understanding by bringing young people together.

LEC host families accept an English-speaking French student into their families for a 3 or 4 weeks homestay. The American family need only provide room and board, friendship and understanding. Last summer several hundred French students enjoyed the warmth and friendship of American families. This summer more families are needed to host students ranging in age from 13 to 20.

How can I get involved ? Just fill out a host family application form and mail it to:

[image: image2.wmf]Coordinator's Stamp


In exchange, these French youngsters will share with you the customs and culture of their own country. Please help us give more French students a chance to visit the United States this summer.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND APPLICATIONS :

CALL TODAY: (       )_______-____________
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PRESS RELEASE

OPEN YOUR HOME TO A FRENCH TEENAGER

Fun and excitement, with a cultural twist, is in store for those families welcoming teenagers from Paris, France, during July or August. For American teenagers in these families, especially, this summer will definitely NOT be a bore... or as they say, "bo..r..ing !"

Sponsored by LEC  a French organization based in Paris, the cultural exchange program brings chaperon-led groups to the United States for 3 or 4 weeks each summer. Each French student stays with an American family and participates fully in family life.

All parents are supported by a network of Coordinators. Although not officially a part of the program, American hosts are often welcomed as guests in France in the home of their French guest.

I am the LEC Coordinator for this area. For more information, you may contact me at the above address or telephone number. Don't miss out on the action !
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PRESS RELEASE

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED FOR FRENCH STUDENTS THIS SUMMER

LEC is a French cultural exchange organization. Its purpose is to increase international understanding by bringing together people of different countries.

Families will have the chance to add an international dimension to their summer. LEC  needs by April host families who would like to open their homes to English-speaking French students for 3 or 4 weeks this summer.

Families interested in participating (either July or August) can receive more information by contacting me at the above address and telephone number.
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PRESS RELEASE

MAKE ROOM FOR A FRENCH STUDENT

A French cultural exchange program will allow Syracuse-area families the chance to host a French student at their home for 3 or 4 weeks during the summer.

The program LEC, helps  to increase understanding by bringing together people of different countries.

The France-based program doesn't require that the host family speaks French or covers the French student's personal expenses. Hosts need only provide room and board. LEC provides the rest including comprehensive medical and hospital care insurance and return to France in case of emergency.

The Syracuse representative, Mr. J. ,Syracuse LEC Coordinator, is the liaison between the French student and the host family.

"Before anything is official, I screen the host family and the French student.", Mr. J said.  "Everything is investigated before I begin to match a student with a family so I can match the kids with the right kind of people."

Participants range in ages between 13 and 20 and stay with their host family for 3 or 4 weeks during July or August.  About 60 percent of the applicants are male.

LEC does not encourage French students to meet with each other during their stay. "The children are coming to see America.  We want the children to be isolated from their own way of life. Keeping them apart is intentional," Mr. J said.

One French Chaperon accompanies the group of students on their trips to and from the United States. The Chaperon stays near where the students are placed. The Chaperon's task is to help the students with any problems they may have adjusting to their new environment.  

LEC allows free time for the students, but there are a few important restrictions. Students are not allowed to use drugs, work, or operate any motor vehicle even if they have a driver's license. Smoking, and telephone calls are allowed depending on the host family.

"America is strictly a vacation for them to learn our ways. They don't go to school or work. It's strictly a social visit", Mr. J said.

"The bottleneck is trying to get host families. I've notified newspapers, television stations, and schools. If people don't know I exist they're just not trying hard enough.", Mr. J said.

For more information about the program, contact Mr. J at XXX-XXXX.









Tampa Tribune









San Antonio, FL, LC, Mrs. A

FAMILY ENJOYS HOSTING FRENCH STUDENT

By VERA A

LEC Host Correspondent

SAN ANTONIO- Last summer Vera and Bobby A and their 12 year old niece, Allyson A, served as a host family to a French student for one month.

They participated in LEC, a French organization that arranges for English-speaking French students ages 13 to 20, to stay with a family in a foreign country.

Their aim is to promote international friendship through the means of a family stay. This organization, based in Paris, France, places students in homes in Germany, Spain, the British Isles and the United States.

They also provide the opportunity for American students to live with a French family to learn about the culture and people of France.  The entire program is coordinated from France where students are carefully screened before being accepted.  The students arrive here in July and August for a 3 or 4 weeks stay.

Spending 3 or 4 weeks with these students is a very rewarding experience.  The A Family  hosted a 17 year old girl, Delphine, who is from a very small town called Thonon les Bains, which is on Lake Geneva very close to the Swiss Border.

Delphine said a lot of French students dream of coming to the United States.  During her stay, she eagerly participated in household chores, in fact she refused to be left out!  She loved to help with the cooking and ate everything put on the table-quite a change from most teenagers.

The only thing she didn't like was boiled peanuts!

She enjoyed listening to our radio stations, particularly Q105 and even taped it to take it home with her.  Even though there was a five year difference in ages between her and Allyson, they got along very well.  Delphine eagerly learned to play several favorite games and do crafts.

One of her proudest accomplishments during her stay was learning counted cross stich.  She bought fabric, thread, and pattern books to take home with her to continue her new found hobby.

Taking Delphine to the grocery store or a mall was a lot of fun.  Being from a small town, she was absolutely amazed at the size and variety in our grocery stores.  She said in France they have a very limited selection of foodstuffs.

For instance, while we have an entire isle of cereals, they have only a few kinds. Each time we went to the store, she wandered around amazed.  You could always find her in front of the magazine rack.  In France, they have very few magazines.

One of the items she requested sent to her in a recent letter was the December  issue of "Seventeen" magazine.  She also wanted microwave cake mixes that she had seen advertised in a magazine.

Delphine was amazed at the number of television stations we can receive.  During one of her very first days here, she picked up a televison guide and asked if we could receive all of those stations listed.  She couldn't believe it because they have only five or six stations.

And did you know that Tom Selleck has a nicer and sexier voice in the French version of Magnum than in the English?  Most of our television programs that are shown in syndication now are just starting to be shown in France.

Delphine thoroughly enjoyed her visit to the United States and hopes to return here someday and maybe live here in the future.  Sharing our home with her was a very heart-warming experience.

Mrs. A  serves as  the Coordinator  for LEC and is looking for local families to share their home with a student.  

Since arrangements are very time consuming families have to be selected within the next few months.  The General Coordinator is hoping to find at least 300 host families in Florida this year.

If you are interested in hosting a student during either the month of July or August and would like more information, please call Mrs. A at XXX-XXXX.

Hosting a student is an unforgettable experience for each and every member of the family. It builds life long friendships. It may also afford your children the opportunity to reciprocate by visiting a family in France some day.
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FRENCH STUDENTS TALK ABOUT LIFE HERE

Finding the right words is sometimes hard

By HUGH LESSIG

Press-Enterprise staff

French student Bruno  sat on a picnic bench in Town Park and tried to find the right word to describe the natives in these parts.

"American people are very sympathetic," the tall 17-year-old said.

He thought a few seconds more and said, "They are very welcome, very pleasant people."

Then he corrected himself again. "They make you feel very welcome. They don't hesitate to share things".

Overcoming obstacles of language and lifestyle was all part of the fun for Bruno and seven other French students who arrived here earlier this month for a three or four-week stay with American families.

The trips were sponsored by LEC a French organization which sends French students overseas. It's the first time LEC has sent students to the Bloomsburg area, according to Coordinator Mrs X.

The students and their host families held a picnic in Town Park Thursday night so they could exchange stories. Some will leave July 31, the rest on Aug. 7.

Corinne, a 16-year-old with a healthy-looking suntan, said she enjoyed the laid-back lifestyle here.

"American people are more cool", she said. "The French are always so nervous. They never sit in a chair and do nothing. 

There were lesser surprises, too. "It's so strange to come here and see people who are 16 and can drive" she said. "It's very strange." The driving age in France is 18, which means she's one year away from getting behind the wheel.

Arnaud, 16, who lives near Grenoble, said he came here to "meet the American way of life".

He apparently succeeded. Asked what he would remember most, he joked, "Girls."

Stephane, a curly-haired 17-year-old with a passion for the piano and other musical instruments.

Stephane said it's very important for French to learn the American language.

"In France, it's very important to speak English to find a job," Bruno added. "In France, you have just three hours of English a week. Here you have 24 hours a day".

Bruno stayed with family T of Bloomsburg. Mrs. T said she'll remember her "adopted son" as someone willing to try anything -including an American menu as varied as Chinese fried rice and Mexican tacos.

"He was just a good person to have in our home," she said. "He simply has not complained about anything".

She hopes her family and Bruno can meet again.

FRENCH TEENAGER PAYS LOCAL VISIT TALK OF  

ENGLISH INFLUENCE AT HOME

Her name is Nadege, she's 15, and she comes from the town of Fresnes, located 15 minutes outside of Paris. But for the months of July and August, Nadege is spending her time the way any other teenager would-swimming in a backyard pool, shopping at the Trumbull Mall or going to the movies.

As a participant in the Westport-based LEC French-American student exchange program, Nadege has come to stay with the  M family of Shagbark Road. She appears indistinguishable from the American teenager. An attractive girl with long dark hair and a quick smile, Nadege is not afraid to test her knowledge of English with her host family.

Beth and Brendan M., 11 and 10 years old respectively, seem to have accepted Nadege's presence with ease.  Beth, Brendan, their mother, Judy M, and Nadege gathered in the family's living room to talk about the exchange program.

Advanced Orientation
Judy attended an orientation meeting in Westport before Nadege's arrival to discuss the program and its procedure with Mrs. B., LEC program Coordinator for the northeast region. Judy said that she was able to select the sex of the exchange student, his or her age range, and the month that the student would stay. "It never seemed to be the right time before, but I've always wanted to host a student from France," Judy said, adding that she had studied French while in school.

"This is more of an experience for her to practice her English," she said. "She has a very extended vocabulary." Nadege ran into some awkward stretches while conversing in English, but overall she's very fluent. She described life in France as very Americanized, and said that local influences are very strong there. "America is very interesting to me, because in France, a lot of things are American,"  Nadege said, speaking slowly and carefully selecting her words. "A lot of singers, and the cinema are American." She boasted of owning Iron Maiden albums, said that she "doesn't like French singers," and said also that her heart is set on bringing home Reebook sneakers and Levi blue jeans. "Americans are very lucky to have a lot of artists and movies.  This is very good. In France we try to be the same as Americans," Nadege said, citing Pepsi as a notably popular soft drink.

American Influence
"At the cinema we see American movies, because French people want to laugh.  And French movies aren't funny enough, " the teenager said. Action/Adventure movies are very popular, she said, and Police Academy is one of her personal favorites.

Style of dress is very similar in the school, Nadege said, and most teenagers wear blue jeans and T-shirts to classes. On the streets, however, a native Frenchman knows how not to look. "The clothes are not very different," she explained.  "Here people go into the streets in shorts. In Paris when you go out you don't wear shorts, or you're seen like tourists."

Trip to New York City
She also said that there aren't as many "choices" in clothing in France, and that "clothing stores are much more expensive."

The M  family has planned many activities for Nadege's short stay, including a day trip to New York City, the Empire State Building and the World Trade Center. "She asked to go to New York," Judy said.  "She seemed interested in the concept. And we'll spend her last week here at our house in Rhode Island."

"We're going to FAO Schwartz," Brendan added.

"Everything we hear about is the big city," Nadege said.  "It is a dream for me to see New York."

Although American Government is taught in her school, she is like many other teenagers her age when discussing the subject.

"I know who the President is ," she said, "but I'm not very interested in politics."

Friendly American Hosts
Nadege conceded that the French people do not always come across as being friendly hosts to tourists. She said that it is "very good for me to see that they (the M. Family) are very happy I am here, because I think if a stranger comes to France, people are happy but they don't show it as much." In American society, there has always been a reluctance among the older generation to accept the ways of the new.  In France, Nadege said, with Burger King and MacDonald's restaurants dotting the roadsides, this same reluctance exists. "Older people think there is too much American influence, but the younger don't care as much,"she said.  "The older people would like that it(France) should stay French and not American "

Judy explained that many more French students have applied through the program to visit the United States; specifically Connecticut, Florida and Boston. Florida, in particular, is a very popular choice for French students, but Judy said that there are at least eight more applications being held for  Connecticut.

The LEC exchange program office is located at (Coordinator's address), Westport.  Mrs. B can be contacted there at XXX-XXXX
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Dear Teacher,

LEC  is a French organization which arranges stays in Germany, Spain, the British Isles and the United States. Our aim is to promote international friendship through family stays. 

As a teacher, I am certain you realize the importance of accepting and learning about other cultures although they may be different from our own. International friendship develops not only on the level of governments, but especially on the level of individuals. By bringing young people of different cultures together, we give them the chance to meet, know, and appreciate each other. What better way to give both French and American students this opportunity than through the umbrella of the family unit.

We would be very happy if you would help us to spread the word about this exchange of friendship. I am requesting that you ask your students and friends if they would volunteer to be a host family for a French student. LEC host families accept an English-speaking French student into their homes for a 3 or 4 weeks homestay in July or August. The American family need only provide room and board, friendship and understanding. In exchange, these French youngsters will share with their host family the customs and culture of their own country. Last summer several hundred students enjoyed the warmth and friendship of American families. This summer more families are needed to host students ranging in age from 13 to 20.

Such an exchange would be an unforgettable experience for all involved. If this program interests you and your students, please call me for more information.

Thank you for announcing this to your classes.

Gratefully,

Your LEC Coordinator
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Dear Reverend,

LEC is a French organization which arranges stays in Germany, Spain, the British Isles and the United States. Our aim is to promote international friendship through the means of family stays. 

International Friendship develops not only on the level of governments, but especially on the level of individuals. Your involvement in religion indicates your desire to spread international friendship, brotherhood and peace throughout the world. What better way to provide members of your community with the opportunity to know and understand another culture.

We would be very happy if you would help us to spread this exchange of friendship in the United States.

I am requesting that you ask your community and friends if they would volunteer to be a host family for a French student . LEC hosts families accept an English-speaking French student into their families for a 3 or 4 weeks homestay in July or August. The American family need only provide room and board, friendship, and understanding. In exchange, these youths will share with their host family the customs and culture of their own country. Last summer several hundreds of students enjoyed the warmth and friendship of American families. This summer more families are needed to host students ranging in age from 13 to 20.

Such an exchange would be an unforgettable experience for all involved. If this program interests you and your community, please call me for more information.

Thank you for announcing this to your congregation.

Gratefully,

Your LEC Coordinator
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Dear Mrs, Dear Miss, Dear Sir,

LEC is a French organization which arranges stays in Germany, Spain and the British Isles and the United States. Our aim is to promote international friendship through the means of family stays. 

International friendship develops not only on the level of governments, but especially on the level of individuals. By bringing young people of different cultures together, we give them the chance to meet, know, and appreciate each other. We would be very happy if you would help us to spread this exchange of friendship in the United States. I am requesting that you ask your group and friends if they would volunteer to be a host family for a French student. You can do this by making an announcement at one of your group meetings; by publishing information about our program in your newsletters; and by attaching one of our posters, flyers or newsletters to your bulletin boards.

LEC host families accept an English -speaking French student into their families for a 3 or 4 weeks homestay in July or August. The American family need only provide room and board, friendship and understanding. In exchange, these youths will share with their host family the customs and culture of their own country. Last summer several hundred students enjoyed the warmth and friendship of American families. This summer more families are needed to host students ranging in age from 13 to 20.

Such an exchange would be an unforgettable experience for all involved. If this program interests you and your group, please call me for more information.

Thank you for announcing this to your group.

Gratefully,

Your LEC Coordinator.
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